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Big Easy 

M
ichelle R. Sm

ith, dressed 
in A

ttersee, her son, Bash, 
and their dog, Ingy, in the 
living room

 of their 1865 
hom

e in N
ew

 O
rleans’s 

G
arden D

istrict. C
ustom

 
chair in a Pierre Frey fabric; 
custom

 sconces by M
RS 

Studio; Persian A
gra rug; 

artw
ork by John Rosis. 

O
PPO

SITE: The front porch 
of the G

reek Revival house. 
For details, see Resources.

A
t hom

e in N
ew

 O
rleans, interior 

designer M
ichelle R

. Sm
ith’s decorating 

secret w
eapon is restraint.

Elegance
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90 uilt in 1865, the G
reek R

evival house in N
ew

 O
rleans that 

interior designer M
ichelle R

. Sm
ith calls hom

e is a beacon 
of ease and refinem

ent. D
esigned by the society architect 

M
yrlin M

cC
ullar, the hom

e’s w
ell-preserved period room

s 
w

ere a draw
 for Sm

ith w
hen she decided to relocate from

 
N

ew
 York C

ity w
ith her young fam

ily. A
nd w

hen it com
es 

to im
pressive archi tecture, she’s in good com

pany. “A
ll the 

houses on this street are di!erent,” Sm
ith observes of her 

neighbors in the city’s G
arden D

istrict. “Every tim
e I take a 

w
alk, I notice a new

 detail.”
Sm

ith grew
 up in B

erw
ick, L

ouisiana, w
here her 

parents still live, about an hour and a half outside N
ew

 
O

rleans. She m
oved to N

ew
 York C

ity 15 years ago for law
 

school, then, after a year as a practicing litigator, pursued a 
graduate degree in tax law

. “It w
as really just an excuse to 

com
e to N

ew
 Y

ork,” she says of that period in her life. “I 
w

orked long enough at a law
 firm

 to understand w
hat that 

future looked like, and I couldn’t see it for m
e.” 

So Sm
ith w

ent in an entirely new
 direction. D

eter-
m

ined to pursue her grow
ing interest in interiors, she 

interned w
ith D

aniel R
om

ualdez, learning everything  
she could before starting her ow

n design firm
, Studio M

R
S, 

in Brooklyn in 2013. Since then, she has built a reputation 
for tim

eless interiors that are as livable as they are interest-
ing. “H

er w
ork is com

fortable and approachable, but in 
nearly every space there is som

ething curious, som
ething 

BRIG
H

T: The entry to the hom
e, 

w
here the front door is 

painted in Benjam
in M

oore’s 
Lim

estone. 

O
PPO

SITE: In the dining 
room

, the chandelier is origi-
nal to the house. V

intage 
chairs and tablecloth in Pierre 
Frey fabrics; curtains of a 
Fortuny sheer; photograph 
above m

antel by H
ong Lei.

rem
arkable,” says Shane R

obuck, the A
tlanta antiques dealer 

w
ho is one of Sm

ith’s go-tos.
In N

ovem
ber 2020, Sm

ith and her partner, the docu-
m

entary film
m

aker Sebastiano Tom
ada, m

ade the m
ove to 

N
ew

 O
rleans w

ith their son, Bash, now
 four years old. T

he 
idea w

as for Sm
ith to com

m
ute to her o"

ce in N
ew

 Y
ork 

C
ity, allow

ing Bash to spend m
ore tim

e w
ith his extended 

fam
ily dow

n South. “I grew
 up near N

ew
 O

rleans and w
ent 

to Tulane,” Sm
ith says. “W

ith m
y parents close by and a big 

friend group w
ith kids m

y son’s age, it w
as easy to m

ake the 
sw

itch from
 N

ew
 York to N

ew
 O

rleans.”
Sm

ith w
asted no tim

e in draw
ing up plans for a reno-

vation. W
anting to preserve as m

uch of the historic house as 
possible, she kept alterations to a m

inim
um

. A
 few

 w
alls 

w
ere m

oved, som
e bathroom

s w
ere redone, and a dark, 

paneled study leading to the garden becam
e a bright and 

airy kitchen. Six m
onths after she closed on the house, 

Sm
ith and her fam

ily m
oved in. 

Everything had gone so sm
oothly that surely som

e-
thing w

ould go w
rong—

and it did. W
hen the m

oving truck 
arrived from

 N
ew

 York w
ith her furniture and possessions, 

“every single thing w
as either broken or covered in w

hat 
looked like anim

al fur,” says Sm
ith. “Every chair had three 

legs. It w
as m

adness!”
She salvaged and repaired everything she could and 

w
as able to save m

ost of her cherished belongings. Today, 
the house is filled w

ith m
em

ories: A
 guest room

’s vintage 
brass bed has been in her possession since she found it soon 
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after m
oving to N

ew
 York. “M

y m
other and I carried that 

bed fram
e for blocks,” she recalls. T

he Baker chairs in the 
prim

ary bedroom
 have been w

ith her since she w
as in law

 
school. A

n ornate Italian center table from
 the 1940s draw

s 
attention in the corner of the fam

ily room
, just as it did in 

her Brooklyn tow
nhouse.

B
oth she and Tom

ada favor a m
ix of old and new

. 
“G

row
ing up in Italy in a house filled w

ith 16th-century 
furniture, I’ve alw

ays had a need to add m
odern accents,”  

he says. “M
ichelle know

s how
 to incorporate that classic 

European style w
ith the com

forts of m
odern living.”

To that end, the couple acquired a few
 strategic new

 
pieces for the house, the m

ost dram
atic of w

hich is the 
living room

’s n
ine-foot-long sofa. A

nd if its size isn’t 

 “You can’t have  
a w

hole room
 be 

new
. You need 

things w
ith 

character.”
—

M
IC

H
ELLE R

. SM
IT

H

Sm
ith transform

ed a dark 
w

ood-paneled den into a 
light-filled kitchen that 
opens onto the back patio. 
C

ustom
 island; fittings by 

D
ornbracht; M

ario Bellini 
stools by C

assina; vintage 
pendants. 

O
PPO

SITE, LEFT: V
itsoe 

w
all shelving holds table-

w
are in the dining room

. 

O
PPO

SITE, RIG
H

T: The 
pow

der room
’s w

alls are 
covered in a textured tile 
by Q

uem
ere D

esigns. 
C

ustom
 vanity in N

ero 
M

arquina m
arble w

ith fix-
tures by Barber W

ilsons.

im
pressive enough, the sofa’s striped Loro Piana upholstery 

adds even m
ore dram

a. But in Sm
ith’s m

agical hands it all 
w

orks; even a boldly striped giant can live in harm
ony am

id 
the subtle charm

 that old objects bring. “You can’t have a 
w

hole room
 be new

,” Sm
ith says. “Y

ou w
ant things you 

w
on’t see everyw

here. You need things w
ith character.” 

◾
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In the m
ain hall, the 

under-stair cabinet w
as 

updated w
ith a N

ero 
M

arquina m
arble top. 

M
acram

é light fixture 
from

 W
yeth; stair runner 

by W
oodard &

 
G

reenstein. 

O
PPO

SITE, BO
TTO

M
: A

 
guest room

 is sheathed in a 
striped w

allpaper by Lew
is 

&
 W

ood. V
intage M

aster-
craft bed topped by a Bella 
N

otte velvet quilt; vintage 
side tables, lam

ps, and 
artw

orks.

LEFT: G
arnet H

ill quilts 
cover tw

in beds in 
Bash’s room

. V
intage 

cabinet by C
arl 

M
alm

sten; pendant by 
A

rtem
ide; curtains  

of a Fortuny linen; rug 
by Patterson Flynn. 

BELO
W

: In Bash’s 
bathroom

, the oil 
painting is by his 
paternal grandfather. 
C

ustom
 tiles by 

Q
uem

ere D
esigns; 

fixtures by Barber 
W

ilsons. 
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A
 four-poster bed by 

Ironw
are International in 

the prim
ary bedroom

 con-
trasts w

ith  skirted slipper 
chairs covered in a Rose 
Tarlow

 linen. Q
uilt by 

G
arnet H

ill; curtains, 
K

ravet linen; vintage lam
ps; 

vintage M
ay C

om
pany 

W
ilshire ceiling pendant.

O
PPO

SITE: The corner  
tub by A

lbion Bath  
w

as custom
 painted in 

Farrow
 &

 Ball’s O
range 

C
oloured W

hite. Fixtures 
by Barber W

ilsons. 


